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FEBRUARY 2010

Dear Member

Unfortunately, the holiday period together with the atrocious weather this month has not been entirely crime free. There have been further reports of attempted thefts of lead from properties in the area and so there is an ongoing need for vigilance - please do report any suspicious activity to the police.
COMMUNITY MESSAGE: 
There have been several reports of metal theft, the most recent case resulting in serious injury to the individual concerned who tried to cut through a live 11,000v cable.
Such thefts are fuelled by the ever-increasing value of scrap metal, especially copper which now attracts a value of close on £4,000 a tonne.
Aside from the obvious danger to them the perpetrators are seriously endangering the lives of innocent people who wander into the site left insecure from the break in. Moreover the thefts invariably result in the loss of power and often for several hours whilst the cable is replaced.

Raising awareness may help draw people’s attention to unusual activity in this area. If you see anything suspicious whilst you are out walking your dogs or just out walking, or you see cars parked outside sub stations during the early hours of the night please contact the police, on Canterbury 01227 762055. A useful web site to contact with a good source of information is www.substationwatch.com on an EDF website.
Arrest after copper piping stripped from a Herne Bay House.
Police arrested two men after banging sounds were heard coming from an empty house in Rowland Drive, Herne Bay on Monday 28th December.
Officers found copper piping stripped from the property and piled up in a room when they arrived just after 8pm.  Water had been left to leak into the house so had to be turned off.
The two men arrested at the property are currently in custody.

Theft:

At Building Site, Stour Street, Canterbury
Between 00:01 on 27th December and 15:15 on 15th January.
Lead Metal was stolen from the roof.  Roofing tiles were damaged.

Criminal Damage:

At the Stour Street side of the ABODE Hotel, High Street, Canterbury
Between 16:00 on 11th and 07:00 on 12th January.
The Wooden Wall had Graffiti drawn over it with Aerosol Paint.
 
Theft of a Pedal Cycle: 

At Car Park of Homespire House, Knotts Lane, Canterbury
Between 08:00 on 8th January and 08:45 on 11th January.
A Brompton Folding Cycle with a large battery under the seat and a Black and Silver Bell coloured Green was stolen.
The Combination Lock and Black Plastic Covered Cable was also stolen.

We have received a report from the Canterbury Central Area, which we feel is relevant to All Areas.


Elderly persons are being targeted by a bogus person stating he is checking properties for water leaks. He asks the resident to go upstairs to turn on taps.
He is described as in his Early 40's, White European, Grey Clothing and wearing a flat cap.
In this particular area there were workmen nearby checking water leaks, they were of course legitimate and do not go round knocking on doors asking you to turn on taps etc. Their work can be conducted outside in the street.
Please warn your more vulnerable members not to admit anyone onto their property whatever their excuse.   Always have a relative or friend present if you do.
Do not be a victim of Conmen. 

Cold callers for rubbish removal...?

 
Some of you may be approached by people offering to take your waste away, whether you are at work or at home. Beware, they may be trading illegally and not licensed to carry waste and could fly tip your rubbish. If you're not satisfied that they are bona fide, we'd suggest you don't employ them. You can help us to identify these people by reporting their details to us immediately.  
Call Kent County Council on 0845 345 0210 or e-mail clean.kent@kent.gov.uk. Further information about using a third party waste collector is available online at www.cleankent.com
 
 


Kent Trading Standards have received several enquiries concerning companies advertising to purchase gold for record prices.  It has been reported in the press and by various other Trading Standards services that not all of these companies are offering fair prices for the gold being sent to them. There have been several incidents where consumers with gold worth £200-£300 have received cheques from gold buying companies for £40 or £50 and some even as low as £4.

Trading Standards are urging residents to photograph any items of jewellery together with any written valuations from other retailers, before sending.

When trading with gold companies ensure you have a return address for them before sending your gold to them.  Some consumers have found they want to reject the value offered and have their goods returned but are unable to contact the trader as no address has been given. Some of these companies are giving 7 days in which to contact them to agree the amount offered or request their goods back, however if consumers are not contacting them within that time (and it is very difficult to do that without an address) these companies are going ahead and smelting the gold, assuming that the consumer's silence is acceptance. 

Trading Standards would advise consumers to shop around, it is not illegal for traders to under price the value of the gold, and Trading Standards have limited powers in restricting these practices.  Consumers should be very aware of the pitfalls of these scenarios before parting with their goods.

If you have had any problems similar to the above and would like further advice please contact Consumer Direct on 08454 04 05 06.

Trading Standards have been advised of the details of a new scam:


The consumer receives a call from someone who says they are from a well known travel company. The caller is offering a discount card which costs £99. Purchase of the card entitles the consumer to discounts from car hire and facilities within the travel industry. During the call, the consumer is asked for his banking details or credit card number.


Please be extremely cautious if you receive a call of this type and do not divulge any of your personal details to any unknown individual or business.
If you have any concerns get the callers details and then contact Consumer Direct for advice. Their telephone number is 08454 04 05 06.

999: for crimes in action

762055: for all other crime reports, including anti-social behaviour.

Or 0800 555 111: CRIMESTOPPERS – for anonymous calls with information about crime.

Refuse & recycling collection: 01227 862211   City Council

Rubbish on streets and paths: 0800 0319091   Serco

Dog fouling: 01227 862253   City Council Street Scene

Fly-tipping and Graffiti: 0800 031 9091   Serco

Abandoned vehicles: 01227 862203   Canterbury City Council

Street Lighting, Pavements, Potholes etc: 0845 824 7800   Kent Highways Agency

(An incident report number should be obtained for follow-up)

The Crime Prevention Panel website (www.ucanpreventcrime.co.uk )

Canterbury City Council CCTV contact telephone number – 01227 862540

Calling the Police? 

Local Police Community Support Officers are - 
PCSO   KAY SIMS – 07772 225960

PCSO   SARAH HARDING – 07772 226144 
Tell them you’re a member!
Please remember that whenever you need to telephone the police to report a suspicious activity or potential crime you should mention that you belong to an NHW scheme.

The police HQ call centre is logging all calls from NHW to gain an understanding of the effectiveness of Neighbourhood Watch.

Dial 999 if there is threat to life or a crime is in progress.

Text for the Deaf: 'police' to 60066).

Call 01622 690690 for all non-emergencies.

Andrew Kerin, Blackman House, 6 St Peter’s Lane, Canterbury CT1 2BP

Gillian Rushton, 68 Broad Street, Canterbury CT1 2LS

Coordinators: St Peter’s & Northgate Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.






