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JANUARY 2011

Dear Member

Canterbury 3 Cities Association Wine and Wisdom 
   
 Friday 11th March at the Dominican Priory, St Peter's Lane
Starts at 7.00 for 7.30pm

It will cost £6 a head and will include a ploughman's supper.

 Bring your own drinks.

For tickets, please either contact Davidclarkeuk@aol.com ,

Hilary McKernan – 01227 764094 or Lucy Boutwood – 01227 781322

DISTRACTION BURGLARY
Police are warning householders in the Canterbury area after conmen targeted the homes of two elderly couples.
On Tuesday afternoon (25 January 2010), a man called at a house in Mickleburgh Hill, Herne Bay, at about 2pm asking to look in the garden. He was shown the garden but while this was happening another man went into the house and stole a jewellery box and cash.
An hour later in Shipman Avenue, Canterbury, a man called at a home, again asking to look in the garden. Another man was found in the house but left without taking anything.
Det Con John Daly said: "We understand that three men may have been involved and they were clearly distracting the householder with an excuse to look in the garden while the home was searched. We believe the same group has been involved in both incidents.
"We would warn all householders not to let strangers into their homes or gardens, however plausible the excuse. We have heard very many different excuses used by burglars including asking for a drink of water, to use the toilet or claiming they have spotted a problem with a property. "Neighbours can also play a part in keeping an eye on those living nearby who are elderly and being aware of people hanging around or calling door to door."
Anyone with any information about these incidents can contact Det Con Daly on 01227 868146 or Kent Crimestoppers in confidence on 0800 555111.
 LOCK YOUR CAR
Police have issued an urgent reminder to drivers in the area - lock your vehicle and double check you have done it.
The reminder comes after officers dealt with four thefts from cars in the same area of the city last week.
One owner admitted that their vehicle may have been left insecure, others said they were sure theirs were locked but there was no evidence that the car doors had been tampered with.
Sgt Graham Todd said: "We know that thieves go from car to car checking until they find one that it is unlocked and then help themselves to items that in some cases are left on display. It is easy pickings.
"We would urge all car owners, whether their cars are parked on driveways or in the street, to lock their vehicle and to make sure that nothing is left on display to tempt thieves, for example the suction pad indicating that a Sat Nav is used."
Anyone who spots people acting suspiciously around cars, for example trying doors, is urged to ring Kent Police immediately on 999 with as much information about the person or people as possible.
 
TRADING STANDARDS: 
Kent Trading Standards has received reports of a sales man calling door to door in the area, selling solar panels for large amounts of money. At one consumer's home, the salesman stayed for 4 hours trying to persuade one elderly woman to part with £25,000 for solar heating panels, saying that if she signed up on the day, he could get her a 20% discount. The sales man explained that a £500 deposit would secure the sale.
The trader would only leave his first name, a mobile number, and no other details. 
Kent Trading Standards urges people to be very wary about dealing with doorstep callers offering goods or services. 

In most cases if you agree to buy anything costing over £35 from a trader at your door, the law gives you a 7-day "cooling off" period to change your mind. The trader must give you a written cancellation notice if you agree to have any work done. Failure to give this notice is a crime.
If you are considering work in or on your property, it is always best to get at least a couple of quotes from traders. You can find reputable traders on the "Buy with Confidence" good trader scheme run by us. Our officers vet all traders on the scheme for trustworthiness and to ensure they comply with consumer protection laws. Alternatively, ask for recommendations from friends or family. 
To report any concerns you have or for details of Buy With Confidence traders call Trading Standards via Consumer Direct on 08454 04 05 06. You can also visit www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk for a list of traders
If you have a caller at your door who you are concerned about please notify Trading Standards via Consumer Direct on 08454 04 05 06 or the police.

GARAGE BREAK-INS
There has been an increase of theft from garages in order to steal motor bikes and quad bikes. Please ensure that your members are informed to keep their garages and bikes secured.

THEFT OF METAL
Unfortunately, the holiday period together with the atrocious weather this month has not been entirely crime free. There have been further reports of attempted thefts of lead from properties in the area and so there is an ongoing need for vigilance - please do report any suspicious activity to the police.
 

TIPS: THINGS YOU CAN DO TO PREVENT AGGRAVATED BURGLARIES.
Fit a door chain.
Fit a spy viewer if there is not a nearby window that can be used to see who is outside.
Install good outside lighting
Always use the spy viewer and door chain to check who is there.
Do not open the door to strangers.
Always hide all keys, cash and wallets out of sight.
Always make sure windows are shut and locked.
Do not leave any tools around i.e. spades these make good implements to break into properties. This is to include ladders, lock them up.
Make sure side and back gates are locked.

General Message, Tuesday 18/01/2011
A white male, 30-35 years old, 5'5ft with dark hair wearing a reddish coloured anorak and pin striped trousers knocked on the door of an Elderly Lady in the area claiming he was from 'Age Concern'. The male had an ID badge pinned to his anorak but did not show the Lady this; she allowed him in and sat in the living room and talked for approx 5 minutes. The male then suddenly left when the Lady went to make tea, which she found very odd but did nothing about the matter.

Later that day her son attended her address to check up on her. She told him about this male from 'Age Concern' but her son was alarmed by this and called 'Age Concern' who advised him they had no knowledge of any of their staff door knocking in that area. Together with his mother, the son checked her belongings but found no items missing.

SINGLE NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER: 
To make it easier for the public to contact the police, the force has adopted a single non-emergency number: 01622 690690.


The aim of using a single non-emergency number is to 
1.Make it easier for the public to know how to contact us with non-urgent enquires and reduce confusion about which number to use. 
2. Bring the force in-line with Home Office requirements and other agencies/forces that successfully use a single contact number. 
3. Reduce the burden of unnecessary 999 calls by comprehensively marketing the single number across the county.

From 8 November 2010 there will no longer be an automatic divert for callers dialling discontinued 055 numbers. Instead callers will hear a recorded message advising them to redial 01622 690690. 

You can still ring your local PCSOs if necessary.
 

Calling the Police? 

Local Police Community Support Officers are - 
Stephen Coulter     Mobile:    07772 226051.
Kay Sims                  Mobile:    07772 225960

999: for crimes in action

01622 690690: for reporting crime, including anti-social behaviour.

Or 0800 555 111: CRIMESTOPPERS – for anonymous calls with information about crime.
Refuse & recycling collection: 01227 862211   City Council

Rubbish on streets and paths: 0800 0319091   Serco

Dog fouling: 01227 862253   City Council Street Scene

Fly-tipping and Graffiti: 0800 031 9091   Serco (Preferably also report to Police and get incident report number)

Abandoned vehicles: 01227 862203   Canterbury City Council

Street Lighting, Pavements, Potholes etc: 0845 824 7800   Kent Highways Agency 

(An incident report number should be obtained for follow-up)

Canterbury City Council CCTV contact telephone number – 01227 862540

SPA contact information
Our website: www.stpetersassociation.co.uk 

A general email link: spa@stpetersassociation.co.uk
SPA Committee 2010/11

The current officers are:

Chairman: Hilary McKernan – 01227 764094

Vice-Chairman: Andrew Kerin – 01227 456618

Secretary: Lucy Boutwood 

Treasurer: Gillian Rushton

Neighbourhood Watch: Andrew Kerin and Gillian Rushton
Committee members: Polly Coburn, Clive Bowley, Margaret Hagan, Margaret Keeler. 

NHW Coordinators St Peter’s Association Neighbourhood Watch Scheme:

Andrew Kerin, Blackman House, 6 St Peter’s Lane, Canterbury CT1 2BP.

Gillian Rushton, 68 Broad Street, Canterbury CT1 2LS.

This is a list of your SPA street representatives and the roads they cover:  

Mrs. Lucy Boutwood 20 King Street:

Abbotts Place, Chantry Court, Dean Mill Court, Knotts Lane, Mill Lane,

St Radigund's Street.

Mrs. Polly Coburn 66 Northgate:

Kings Mews, Northgate, St John’s Hospital, St John's Place.

Mrs. Margaret Hagan   73 St Peters Lane:

Pound Lane, St Peters Lane, St Peter's Street, Tower Way, Westgate Hall Rd. 



Miss Margaret Keeler  Flat 1, Eastbridge Hospital 25 High Street:

16 The Friars, All Saints Lane, High St (part). 



Mrs. Hilary McKernan  9 King Street:

Best Lane, Blackfriars Street, King Street, Orange Street, Palace Street, 

St Alphege Lane, The Friars, Turnagain Lane. 



Ms Gillian Rushton  68 Broad Street: Broad Street. 






