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MAY 2011

Dear Member

We invite you, your friends & family to our annual

SUMMER BARBEQUE

In the grounds of

The DOMINICAN PRIORY

On

Thursday 14th July at 6.30pm

Live Jazz Band * Raffle * Quiz

Due to the increasing popularity of the BBQ, tickets are now available in advance from Hilary McKernan – 01227 764094.

We do urge everyone to buy tickets as early as possible to avoid disappointment.
Ticket price is £7, children under 12 free. Entrance includes a glass of wine or soft drink and a meal.

"Good response re subscriptions but there are still a few outstanding.  Can you please pay Niall or your Street Representative".

PARK GATES
Due to strenuous efforts by the SPA Committee and other interested parties, the Council has assured us that the gates will continue to be locked at night in Solley's Orchard, the Butterfly Garden and the Westgate Gardens. The Greyfriars Garden and the Three Cities Garden are still under discussion but will almost certainly remain locked at night. A most welcome result.

To all Neighbourhood Watch members: Kent KeyLink, in partnership with Kent Police, provide a vital service to help keep homes throughout the county of Kent safe. Peace of mind as Kent Police will have 24-hour access to your key holders’ details, 365 days a year. Kent Police will contact your nominated key holders in the event of an incident and contact your nominated trade services should emergency repairs be needed. Kent KeyLink is a partner of Kent Police, based at Force HQ Maidstone, managing the Kent Police key holders’ database. As a not for profit company, any profit made from membership fees is reinvested into crime prevention initiatives within Kent. As a partner of Kent Police, Kent KeyLink would like to offer all Neighbourhood Watch members one year’s residential membership to the Kent Keylink key holder scheme for only £10 for one year, half the standard price (usually £20). For more details and to register visit Kent KeyLink at http://www.kentkeylink.co.uk/neighbourhood-watch/
THEFT at Holistic Health Therapies, Northgate, between 18:15 and 18:45 on 5th May. An Asian male aged 23 to 28, 5' 6" tall wearing light clothing, cream trousers, short sleeved pale shirt with a t-shirt underneath, dark brown short hair, clean shaven was spotted near the scene. A silver colour Apple IPHONE was stolen.

BURGLARY at National Grid Sub Station, Broad Oak Road, between 15:00 on 3rd May and 08:00 on 4th May.
Electricity cable, copper and aluminium wire was stolen from the site.

CRIMINAL DAMAGE at St Peters Lane, between 18:00 on 16th May and 11:20 on 17th May. A garden pot outside the front door was damaged.
CRIMINAL DAMAGE took place at Northgate, between 00:10 and 00:20 on 25 May. Damage was caused to two windows of the second hand shop.

BURGLARY at a garage in Kings Mews, St Johns Place, between 09:05 and 16:15 on 24th May. The burglar entered the front door of the garage, which was not secured. A battery charger for a mobility scooter was stolen

BURGLARY from a rear garden shed in Black Griffin Lane, between 20:30 on 17th May and 12:00 on 22nd May. The burglar forced the front door of the shed. A mans mountain bike was stolen.
THEFT at the temporary library in Pound Lane, between 11:00 and 11:45 on 24th May. A black Sony Erricsson mobile phone was stolen.

OPPORTUNIST THIEVES
There has been an increase in thieves stealing purses from open handbags in the Canterbury area. Thieves are predominantly targeting elderly females who are out shopping and have their bag left open whilst carrying it. Thieves are committing this crime mainly in supermarkets, however the Canterbury Neighbourhood Policing Team would ask that you are always vigilant when out shopping and to help prevent this crime from taking place, please try and keep your bag in sight of yourself and make sure the zip is always done up when traveling between shops and around shops browsing. 

Door-to-Door Fundraising by St John Ambulance - June to September 2011
St John Ambulance have contacted us about their fundraising in our District this summer, as they wanted us to be aware that this program has properly been approved by them and is not another scam! They have contracted out their work to a company called WESSER - who also carry out similar work for other charities - and their staff will be knocking on doors asking if people would like to sign up to give money to St John Ambulance via direct debits. They will not be able to accept cash donations.

Whilst St John Ambulance is clearly an admirable organisation deserving of support, our standard advice about anyone asking for your bank details in this sort of situation would be "Don't" - whether it be on the doorstep, or on the phone or the Internet. Apart from anything else, it is not impossible that others may seek to impersonate such doorstep callers - albeit with quite different motives! We have explained this to the organisation and also told them about our NHW "No Canvassers" yellow stickers - and asked that these be respected. 

How householders respond to any such doorstep request is obviously, ultimately up to them - whether or not they are displaying our "No Canvassers" sticker. However, if any scheme members are not happy that, despite displaying a "No Canvassers" sticker, they have still been called on contrary to their displayed wishes and / or in any way pressed by the WESSER representative, then they should feel able to report this to Kent Trading Standards on 08454 040506.

CATALYTIC CONVERTER THEFTS
Two Suspects have been arrested by Mid Kent Police Officers during an operation conducted in connection with catalytic converter thefts. There have been numerous thefts in the Canterbury area.
This is good news; however please do still be extra vigilant when parking in public car parks and particularly supermarket car parks. Although two suspects have been arrested this is a crime trend on the increase. This type of crime can be committed within a couple of minutes, so criminals have plenty of time whilst you are out shopping.

TRADING STANDARDS 

Telephone calls have been received from a "foreign sounding man" saying he was from the British Council in London advising of a council tax rebate and he needed the debit card and bank account details. The consumer was given a reference number and a number to call the "treasury department".
The man at the "treasury department" requested £95 to enable the refund to be processed. Consumers are warned never to respond to phone calls texts or E-mails. Banks and legitimate organisations will already have the relevant information and will never cold call consumers asking for information.


Text messages have also been received claiming that the government! have
introduced a "DEPT SETTLEMENT ORDER" to help people with repayments.
Trading Standards is warning the public to be wary of these texts, phone calls and E-mails and ignore them completely; even a reply may cost you money. There is no known scheme called Dept Settlement Order.


Calling the Police? 

Local Police Community Support Officers – 

Ring 01227 868253 and enquire who is on duty at the time.
999: for crimes in action

01622 690690: for reporting crime, including anti-social behaviour.

Or 0800 555 111: CRIMESTOPPERS – for anonymous calls with information about crime.
Refuse & recycling collection: 01227 862211   City Council

Rubbish on streets and paths: 0800 0319091   Serco

Dog fouling: 01227 862253   City Council Street Scene

Fly-tipping and Graffiti: 0800 031 9091   Serco (Preferably also report to Police and get incident report number)

Abandoned vehicles: 01227 862203   Canterbury City Council

Street Lighting, Pavements, Potholes etc: 0845 824 7800   Kent Highways Agency 

(An incident report number should be obtained for follow-up)

Canterbury City Council CCTV contact telephone number – 01227 862540

SPA contact information
Our website: www.stpetersassociation.co.uk 

A general email link: spa@stpetersassociation.co.uk
SPA Committee 2010/11

The current officers are:

Chairman: Hilary McKernan – 01227 764094

Vice-Chairman: Andrew Kerin – 01227 456618

Secretary: Alexi Brook

Treasurer: Gillian Rushton

Neighbourhood Watch: Andrew Kerin & Gillian Rushton
Committee members: Polly Coburn, Clive Bowley, Margaret Hagan, Margaret Keeler. 

NHW Coordinators St Peter’s Association Neighbourhood Watch Scheme:

Andrew Kerin, Blackman House, 6 St Peter’s Lane, Canterbury CT1 2BP.

Gillian Rushton, 68 Broad Street, Canterbury CT1 2LS.

This is a list of your SPA street representatives and the roads they cover:  

Mrs. Alexi Brook 16 King Street:

Abbotts Place, Chantry Court, Dean Mill Court, Knotts Lane, Mill Lane,

St Radigund's Street.

Mrs. Polly Coburn 66 Northgate:

Kings Mews, Northgate, St John’s Hospital, St John's Place.

Mrs. Margaret Hagan   73 St Peters Lane:

Pound Lane, St Peters Lane, St Peter's Street, Tower Way, Westgate Hall Rd. 



Miss Margaret Keeler  Flat 1, Eastbridge Hospital 25 High Street:

16 The Friars, All Saints Lane, High St (part). 



Mrs. Hilary McKernan  9 King Street:

Best Lane, Blackfriars Street, King Street, Orange Street, Palace Street, 

St Alphege Lane, The Friars, Turnagain Lane. 



Ms Gillian Rushton  68 Broad Street: Broad Street. 






