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SEPTEMBER 2010

Dear Member

As we move into the autumn, the SPA will continue our focus on key areas of concern to local residents: traffic, safety, environment and planning. 

If you have questions or suggestions, please contact our Chairmen: Hilary McKernan – 01227 764094 or Vice-Chairman: Andrew Kerin – 01227 456618.

PURSE SECURITY WARNING: 
Shoppers are being reminded to keep their bags secure and their purses safe following a number of recent thefts. 
Six purses were taken from women's bags - with two thefts in Whitstable, two in Herne Bay and another two in Canterbury.
The first incident was in Whitstable High Street at about 1:30 pm. Two women bumped into the victim and soon afterwards, she noticed her purse had been taken from her bag. It contained cash and bankcards. Another woman had her purse taken from her open bag as she shopped in Mackays in the High Street.
At Herne Bay Library during the afternoon, a young woman had her purse stolen when she left it on top of her child's pushchair for a few moments after taking out her library card.
The other victim was also in the library, and she had her purse taken when she left her bag unattended for a few moments when she heard some coins drop onto the floor nearby and went to pick them up.
Later in the afternoon there were a further two incidents in Canterbury. The first was in the High Street when a woman's purse was taken from her open bag and the other was when a woman, who was shopping in Marks and Spencer, had her purse stolen from her open canvas bag.
Police believe the same group may have been responsible for all six thefts.
PEOPLE NEED TO TAKE CARE TO KEEP THEIR PURSES AND BAGS SAFE AND SECURE AND BE AWARE OF PEOPLE WHO MIGHT TRY VARIOUS MEANS TO DISTRACT THEM.

ORGANISED DOORSTEP MILK THEFTS: 
This is presently happening in the Littlebourne and Rough Common areas - but could possibly spread to other areas. The thefts are not 'casual' but seemingly being carried out by highly organised groups. The Police would like the assistance of all our members in three ways: 
1. Make sure that anyone having such deliveries in these - and other - areas are made aware of the matter, and ensure that milk is not left publicly on view on doorsteps for longer than absolutely necessary in order to help prevent or at least reduce further incidents.
2. Report any incidents to Canterbury Police - so that the scale of the problem is made as clear as possible.
3. Report any suspicions of milk thefts’ in progresses to the Police on "999" - identifying yourself as an NHW member of whichever scheme.

KENT TRADING STANDARDS: 
A resident in the Canterbury area received a telephone call from someone who said they were ringing from Canterbury City Council and that the resident owed them money. The resident contacted the Council direct and was told that this was not true. Trading Standards are warning all residents in Kent to be aware of this scam. Do not give your bank details to anyone over the telephone unless you are certain of the validity of the person or organisation you are talking to.
 

Trading Standards are advising consumers to be vigilant over the coming months to a scam involving electricity pre-payment meter keys. Energy companies and Consumer Focus, the consumer watchdog, are warning that an estimated 85,000 households have been approached across the country by doorstep rogue salesmen since the start of the summer, offering discounted credit on their pre-pay electricity meters. The problem is affecting electricity customers of all of the leading energy companies (British Gas, EDF Energy, Eon, npower, Scottish Power and SSE) who have been writing to their pre-payment meter customers to warn them. The scam operates by consumers being offered £50 worth of prepayment meter top-up, for £25. The rogue salesmen then push an alleged 'cloned' key into the householder's meter to add the credit. Customers get their extra electricity but, since the credit is illegal and their electricity supplier will be aware of this, customers may end up having to pay their energy supplier as well - so effectively paying twice. No official sellers of electricity meter top-ups operate door-to-door. You should only buy credit for your pre-pay electricity meter from official outlets such as the Post Office, Paypoint or Payzone. If you suspect that someone you know of is being targeted by doorstep criminals, please contact Trading Standards through Consumer Direct on 08454 040506.

Trading Standards have been made aware of a "Mystery Shopper" scam. Consumers receive an unsolicited email or phone call offering work, through an agency, as mystery shoppers. They are asked to pay an 'advance' or a 'registration' fee of £29.95 but will only receive a list of companies who use mystery shoppers. 
Consumers will also be asked to give their personal details - don't! 
 

BURGLARY DWELLING -WITH INTENT TO STEAL: 
St Peters Grove, between 01:10 and 02:00 on the 26th September.
The offender CLIMBED IN THROUGH AN INSECURED REAR WINDOW.
The suspect is described as a Male of slim build with short dark brown hair.

 
BURGLARY DWELLING AND THEFT:

Black Griffin Lane, between 23:00 on the 25th and 07:00 on the 26th September.
Boarding was removed from the front door to gain access and a Black Toshiba Laptop along with a TV cable was stolen.

DISTRACTION BURGARY: 

It has been reported that a 16-year-old girl has been door knocking in the area.
If the door is answered, she asks for "Directions" if not, as in this particular case a back door was found to be insecure so she entered. The rest is history.
PLEASE BE AWARE THIS COULD HAPPEN TO YOU.
ALWAYS KEEP YOUR DOORS LOCKED WHILST YOU ARE IN THE PROPERTY, TO AVOID DISTRACTION BURGLARY.

Burglaries have taken place, recently, in the area, whereby someone has kicked their ball into the garden of a residential dwelling and then knocked on the door to try to get it back. When the door was answered and the owner was occupied in retrieving the ball an accomplice gained entry to the house and burgled it.

St Peters Grove, Canterbury between 07:30 and 18:32 on 14th September.
Burglar entered via an unsecured rear window and left the same way.

THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLE: 
King Street, Canterbury, between 04:53 and 04:58 05/09/10.
Offender entered the green Alfa Romeo 156 saloon, parked in the road, through an insecure vehicle door and stole a brown gent’s bag, Euros, a passport, spectacles, a wallet, cash, an Access credit card and a Visa debit card.

THEFT FROM A CHARITY SHOP: 
Between 16:00 on 15/9/10 and 16:10 on 15/9/10, a Dolce Gabanna mini dress was stolen from the Children's Trust in St Peter's Street.

THEFT OF CYCLE: 
Outside of the Barbers Shop on Northgate, Canterbury between 16:30 and 16:50 on 7th September. An Afro Caribbean Male aged 16 to 20 wearing a Red Jacket; Stocky Build Short Hair was seen near the incident.
 
CRIMINAL DAMAGE: 
St.Peters Lane, Canterbury between 20:00 03/09 and 11:30 04/09/10.
Garden pots, containing lavender, have been stolen from the front garden of the detached residential dwelling.

Calling the Police? 

Local Police Community Support Officers are - 
Stephen Coulter     Mobile:    07772 226051.
Kay Sims                  Mobile:    07772 225960

999: for crimes in action

Canterbury Police: 762055

01622 690690: for reporting crime, including anti-social behaviour.

Or 0800 555 111: CRIMESTOPPERS – for anonymous calls with information about crime.
Refuse & recycling collection: 01227 862211   City Council

Rubbish on streets and paths: 0800 0319091   Serco

Dog fouling: 01227 862253   City Council Street Scene

Fly-tipping and Graffiti: 0800 031 9091   Serco (Preferably also report to Police and get incident report number)

Abandoned vehicles: 01227 862203   Canterbury City Council

Street Lighting, Pavements, Potholes etc: 0845 824 7800   Kent Highways Agency 

(An incident report number should be obtained for follow-up)

Canterbury City Council CCTV contact telephone number – 01227 862540

SPA contact information
Our website: www.stpetersassociation.co.uk 

A general email link: spa@stpetersassociation.co.uk
SPA Committee 2010/11

The current officers are:

Chairman: Hilary McKernan – 01227 764094

Vice-Chairman: Andrew Kerin – 01227 456618

Secretary: Lucy Boutwood 

Treasurer: Barry Clarke

Neighbourhood Watch: Gillian Rushton
Committee members: Polly Coburn, Clive Bowley, Margaret Hagan, Margaret Keeler. 

NHW Coordinators St Peter’s Association Neighbourhood Watch Scheme:

Andrew Kerin, Blackman House, 6 St Peter’s Lane, Canterbury CT1 2BP.

Gillian Rushton, 68 Broad Street, Canterbury CT1 2LS.

This is a list of your SPA street representatives and the roads they cover:  

Mrs. Lucy Boutwood 20 King Street:

Abbotts Place, Chantry Court, Dean Mill Court, Knotts Lane, Mill Lane,

St Radigund's Street.

Mrs. Polly Coburn 66 Northgate:

Kings Mews, Northgate, St John’s Hospital, St John's Place.

Mrs. Margaret Hagan   73 St Peters Lane:

Pound Lane, St Peters Lane, St Peter's Street, Tower Way, Westgate Hall Rd. 



Miss Margaret Keeler  Flat 1, Eastbridge Hospital 25 High Street:

16 The Friars, All Saints Lane, High St (part). 



Mrs. Hilary McKernan  9 King Street:

Best Lane, Blackfriars Street, King Street, Orange Street, Palace Street, 

St Alphege Lane, The Friars, Turnagain Lane. 



Ms Gillian Rushton  68 Broad Street: Broad Street. 
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